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TEXTS OF THE STATEMENTS ON JAPAW 


By The Associated Press. 


WASHINGTON, April 21 ~ The texts of President Roosevelt's 
statement on the execution of some of the American fliera who raidod 
Japan and of the State Departuent's commmication to Japan Follow? ‘ 


xe 


UNM Rete oid PRESIDENT's STATEMENT 


It is with a feeling of deepest horror, which I know will ‘be 
shared with all civilized poopies, that I have to aunouiice the tar 
barous exdousion by the Jarancso Government of sume ef the members 
of thie country's armed forces who fell into Japanese hands as 
an incident of watfare. - Bens 2 

The press hae just carried the detaile of the American bombing. 
of Japan a ypar.ago, The crews of two of the American bombers:  ~ 
wore caputred by the Japaneses. ‘ PRIDE y: 

On October 19, 1942, this Government learned from Japanese - 
‘radio broadcasts of the capture, trial and severe, pudishweat of. 

thoed Americans; ,Continuod ondeavtr wae made to obtuiu confirma *: 
tion ef those reporie from Tokyo. pias Or 4 al ; 

It-was not until March 12, 1943, that the American Government 

received the communication given by the Japanese Goveznment stat- 
ing that these Americans had in fact been tried end the death 
“penalty had been pronounced against them. It wae turther. stated: 
that the death penatty was commated for eome but that the .eenténce 
' of death had deen applied to othefs. PER Ys da 
This Government hae vigorcuely condemned thie act of barbarity 
in a formal commnication sent to the Japenese Goverment. Tn 
that commnication this Gcvesnment has, intormed tue Japanese. Govern 
ment that the American Goverument wil) hoid persoustly and officially 
respondible for ‘these diabolical crimee ail of those officers cf © 
the Japanese Government who have participated therein and will ‘fn 
due course bring those officore to justice. © re : 


This recourse by our eneihics to frightfulness Ls barbarougs. 
The effort of the Japanese war lorde to intimidate us will utterly 
fail. It will make the American people more determined than over 
to blot out the shameless militarism of Japan. 


at “IPS DOO. NO, 3274. Page 2 
I have ‘4nstructed the Department of State to make .public the 
text of our commnication to the Japanese Government. ! 


State Department's’ Note 


Tet of the United States Reply 
a To Tho Japanose Governmect, 
April 12, 1943 
The Government of the United States hae received the reply of 
the Japancse Government convey ad vendor date of Feb. 17,-.1943, to 
the Swiss Minister 8% Tokyo to the inquiry made by the Minister on 
bohalf of the Sovermiont of the United States converzing the 
eorrectness of repor:s dioadcast vy Japanese rndio stations that 
‘the Japanese authorities tytenuded to try before military tribunals 
American prisoners of war, for military operatione, and to inyose 
upon them severe penattics, inclwiing even the doath penalty. 


aa} The Japansee Government etates thet it hee: tried the members . 

of the crews of American plencs who foil into Japaneee hands after 

the raid on Japau on April 19 lest, that they were sentenced to 
doath and thet, following commitation of the sentense.for the . 
largor numbor of them, the sontence of death was applied to vertain 


of the -ccused. 


Te Government of the United Statrs hes subsequently been | 
-4nformed of the refusal of the Japanese Government to treat the 
remaining American aviators as prisoners of war, to divulge their 
nemes, to state tho sentences dzposed upon thom or to pernit 
visits to them by the Swisa Minister as reprasentative of the pro~ 
tocting power for Americen interests. - 


The Japaneso Government nlloges that it has subjocted the 
American aviators to this Srontmont becauso thoy intentionally 
bombed non-military installations and delibarat oly fire’ on civilians, 
and that the aviators aaimitted these acts. 


The Government of the United States informe the Japanese 
Government that instructions to American armoa forces have alwaye 
ordered those forces to alvect their avtecks upor military 
objectives. The Amertcen forces participating in the attack on 
Japan had such instructions ani it.ie known that thoy did now 
deviate therefrom. Tho Goyornment of the United States brands as 


foleo the charge that American aviators intentionaliy have attackod 
noneombetants anywhere, 


Japan's Mothods Questioned 


. * With regard to the allegation of the Japenese Government. that ge 
the American aviators nimitted the acts of which the Japanese Pris) 
Government accused them, there are mumerous known instances in OER! 
which Japanese official agenciés have employed brutal ani bestial 
meothods An extorting alleged confessions from persone in their 
power. It is customary for those agencics to use statements ob- 
teinod under torturo, or alleged statements, in proceedings ised 
egainet the victins. . VASE 


If the admissions alleged by the Japanese Government to havo 
been made by the Americen avistors vere in fact made, they could 
only have been extorted fabrications, ; 


Moreover, the Japanese Government enterod into a solemn obli- 
gation by agreement with the Government of the United States to 
observe the terms of the Senev . Prisoners of War Convention. 
Article I of that Convention provides for treatment as prisoners 
of war of members of armica xnd of persons captured in the course 
of military operations at sna or in the air. Article LX provides ' 
that upon the opening of a judicial proceeding directed against a 
| prisonor of war, the representative of the protecting power shall 
be givyon notice theroof at least three weeks prior to the trial 
end of the names ani charges againet tho prisonors who ara to bo 
tried, Article LXI proviies thet no prisonor may be obliged to . 
admit himself gailty of the act of which ho is accused. rey 


Articlo LXII provides that the pccused shall have the assistance 
of qualified counsel of his choice and that a representative of the 
protecting power shall be permitted to attend the trial. Article 
LXV provides that sentence pronounced against the prison-rs shall 
be communicetei to the protecting power immediately. , 4rticle LXVI 
proviies, in the event that the deuth penalty is pronounced, that 
tho detaile as to the nature end circunstances of the offense shall 
be ccmmunicated to the protecting power, for transmmion to tho power sf 
in whose forces the prisoner servod, ani thet the sentence shall not ; 
be axecuted before the expiration of a period of least three months 
aftor euch communication. Tho Japanese Governm-nt has not complied 
with any of these provisions in ite treatment of the capturod , my 


Amorican aviators. 


Demanis Information 


Tho Government of the Vatted States calle again won the 
Japanese Government to carry out ite agreement to observe the 
provisions of the Convention by communicating to the Swiss Minister 
at Tokyo the cherges and sentences imposed upon the American aviators, 
by pormitting she Swiss represontativos to visit those now hold in 
prison, by restoring to those aviators the full rights to which they are 
entitloa unter the Prisonors of War Convention, ani by informing t | . 


the Minister of the » mes 
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